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	A community is defined by the location where a group of people shares interests, religions, and occupation. The member of the community may have different customs, beliefs, and background. Understanding the diversity of the community is an important factor in need assessment. Before conducting the assessment, the scholar must look for strategies aimed at improving the current situation. The solutions should work best with the community diversity. A need assessment plan offers the community leaders with the systems and the policies that will single out the areas for development or improvement. With the relevant data, a community can map out a plan for positive change. Planning for the community need assessment is an important technique for coming up with the best strategy to a community. The veteran population in Kentucky constitutes 60% of the entire population national wide. Majority of the veterans in western America have a hard time once they live the military. However, some suffer adapting to civilian life and may end up living outside normal habitat. In this need assessment plan, I will cover the issue on the veteran homelessness in Kentucky. A homeless veteran is defined as a homeless person who offered his service to the military. 
In 2015, the Kentucky authority announced its intention to end homelessness among the veteran. Various steps have been taken towards achieving this goal.  According to United State Code, homelessness is defined as the state by which a person lacks a fixed, adequate or regular residence during the night. Currently, the number of veterans at Kentucky stands at 339,000. Most of them are survivals of the World War II, Gulf War, Korean War and the Vietnam War. Out of this population, 308,000 of them are men.  Most of the veteran are old and have a hard integrating with the civilians. In most cases, they find themselves sleeping by the roadsides or under road bridges. Studying the needs of the veterans is an important aspect of the community since it will help in coming up with strategies that can be adopted so as to offer them permanent shelters. 
At any given night, 49,933 veterans are homeless in the country. This comprises 12% of the entire homeless population. The veterans are men and women who risked their lives so that we can have peace in the country. They risked everything they had by joining the fight on the battlefield and had to leave their families behind. Most of the friends were killed on the battlefield and they had to see and go through such ordeals. When they return home they had to undergo severe difficulties since people did not understand them. The family members have learned to live without them and when they come back they feel unneeded and useless. Some of the veterans take time to adjust to the new lifestyle but others never come back from the ordeal. To rephrase the environment, they prefer sleeping outside and survive just as they did during the war. Family members fail to understand that some of their parts were left behind in the war. It is always hard to watch a family member come back from a war a completely changed person. The veterans, who never adjust, end up to the streets. Despite the story behind their lives, the American greatest do not have to undergo such ordeal.  They do not have to be concerned about their next meal or where to rest their head. Veterans should receive guaranteed housing once they finish their time in services. The government and other state agencies should come up with way through which the veterans are to be offered proper housing.
 	From the Veteran Statistics on Kentucky website, the following data is available
Veteran population – 312,365
Female veteran population – 6.6%
Unemployment rate among the veterans stands at 4.6%
The number of homeless veteran in Kentucky is 600
The average household income is $53,304 annually bearing in mind the inflation rates
The VA facilities available are only 27 in Kentucky
The veteran-owned businesses are 33,424 
Based on the above figure, it is evident that the number of the VA facilities is not adequate to cater for the needs of all the 600 veterans. Some of the veterans have a hard time adjusting to normal life due to the impact of Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder from the battlefield events.  The symptoms include nightmares, anxiety, depression or even flashbacks.  Some of the homeless veterans suffer from mental illness and may end up in drug abuse. It is, however, important that the veteran is provided with a safe housing where he or she can see people who will help them deal with their situation.
In conclusion, veterans are people who served the country diligently and having them living on the street is dishonoring their services. The Department of VA is making enough efforts at ensuring that every veteran receives proper housing and is protected. However, I believe despite having proper housing, the veterans should be empowered to stand on their feet and be able to do things on their own. They should be offered support whenever needed.  All the veterans suffering from PTSD should be allocated a routine doctor who should be responsible for his or her mental health.
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